
 

ARTIST STATEMENT 

 

Over the past fifty years, photography has been my passion…even my obsession.  As a young boy, 

I couldn’t wait for the next issues of Life Magazine and National Geographic to be delivered.  The 

best photographers in the world had their work published in these magazines. They too were 

passionate, even obsessed with creating impactful images.  I would meticulously study these 

awe-inspiring photographs to learn the secrets of their creators.   

 

When I graduated from college and got a job, I purchased a Nikon camera.  On weekends and 

during any free time, I would spend countless hours photographing birds.  Later, I became 

fascinated with “shooting” racing cars.  I travelled to Lyme Rock, CT, Watkins Glen, NY, Raceway 

Park, NJ, and to Mosport, Canada, where, standing next to the track photographing these 

speeding racers was risky, dangerous and slightly insane…and always thrilling. 

 

My next exploration was macros photography – shooting objects very close to the lens, the film 

or the sensor to capture a life-sized image of that object.  Exploring the life of plants, insects and 

flowers, as very close-ups photographs helped me investigate what lies beneath what we 

observe.  For example, I would often rise before sunup and go to the Great Swamp, NJ, to 

photograph spider webs encased in dew drops glistening in the rising sun.  Again, discovering the 

secret beauty. 

 

In fact, expressing the beauty I observe in the world holds the key to what has become my heart’s 

desire and my artistic passion in photographing flowers.  I published a book composed entirely 

of photographs of roses, irises and dahlias entitled In Search of Beauty.  The roses, from California 

and Florida, the irises from Presby Iris Garden, Montclair, NJ, and the dahlias from Longwood 

Gardens, PA, are considered to be some of the most beautiful flowers on earth.  Like a surfer 

looking for the perfect wave, I am always looking for the perfect flower, one that makes an 

amazing, memorable, deeply moving image.  It must be an image that impacts the viewer in a 

physical, emotional, and hopefully spiritual way.   That “wow” image that can relay beauty that 

is part of us and yet beyond, can deeply transform the viewer is what great artists do, and what 

I aspire to. 



 

I live in Summit, NJ and Reeves-Reed Arboretum is an incredibly rich and artistic resource for me.  

All the photographs in this exhibit were taken on the grounds of the Arboretum.  I would like to 

thank Frank Juliano, the Executive Director of Reeves-Reed Arboretum and Curator of Wisner 

House Gallery, for encouraging me to exhibit my photographs, and for the splendid and creative 

job he did in displaying my work.  I would also like to thank the master gardeners, Marc 

Montefusco and Julieanne Frascinella, who have been able to transform these grounds into a 

botanical jewel which is available to all who enter through these gates.  Finally, I am grateful to 

all those patrons whose generosity preserves the legacy this historical property deserves. 
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